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Linux Australia - A Brief History
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CALU 1999
Melbourne
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LA Website c. 2000



linux.conf.au 2001
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linux.conf.au 2004
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linux.conf.au 2005
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linux.conf.au 2006
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So what else has Linux Australia done ?



DrupalSouth     DrupalGov     Pycon AU     WordCamps     Healthhack  

ISW Hackathon     Open Source Developers’ Conference   

Planet Linux Australia     Linux Australia Grants Scheme     Joomladay   

Member Surveys    Rusty Wrench Award    Advocacy



Thank the volunteers



<rant> Show some kindness </rant>



FOSS/OH in Australia & New Zealand



FOSS/OH in Australia & New Zealand
Between Australia and New Zealand we have, for our population, one of the most 
wonderfully vibrant FOSS communities in the world. Not without its flaws and 
wobbles to be sure, but we have a positive impact out of proportion to our number.



A sampling of Australian/New Zealand FOSS Projects, People and Companies
Linux Kernel  Merridy Marshall  Silvia Pfeiffer  Paul Mackerras  STEM  Open Government  rsync  ArduPilot  Moodle  
Anthony Towns  Open Source Law  Quirky  Tim Ansell  Scott Ludlam  Martin Pool  Puppy Linux  Roland Gesthuizen  
Anna Gerber  Peter Chubb  Donna Benjamin  Martin Schwenke  John Lions  Vik Olliver  LSB  Alexy Kardashevsky 

Richard Keech  Sae Ra Germaine  Steve Hanley  Scott Penrose  Open  Access  Dave Lane  Eloise Ducky  Clinton Roy  
Michael Davies  Pia Andrews  Gary Allpike  Audrey Lobo-Pulo  David Bell  CODEC2  Everything Open  Andrew Tridgell  

Gelato  Benjamin Herrenschmidt  OpenStack  Hackerspaces  Peter Miller  Michael Neuling  Ben Mitra-Khan  Jeff Waugh  
Cameron Tudball  John Ferlito  Aptira  Gernot Heiser  Jacinta Richardson  Open Data  Grafana Labs  Rasterman  Avi Miller  

Andrew Ruthven  Tony Breeds  Matthew Todd  Steven Ellis  Kathy Reid  Korora Linux  Simon Lyall  Stephen Rothwell  
Horms  CiviCRM Voting  Mark Jessop  Janet Hawtin Reid  Andrew Morton  Blue Hackers  Steve Walsh  CALU  Cherie Ellis  

Every Conference Volunteer  Angus Gratton  SE Linux  Dan Shearer  The Lions Book  Brendan Scott  Tristan Goode  
Damian Conway  OSDC  Stewart Smith  Peter Lieverdink  Ben Dechrai  Don Christie  Legacy OS  Joel Addison  

James Bromberger  Josh Stewart  Thomas Sprinkmeier  Kelly Yeoh  Mikal Still  Anton Blanchard  Michael Cordover  
Richard Jones Koha Library Software Project  FreeBSD  Michael Ellerman  Jeremy Kerr  GovHack  Samba  Ian Firns  

Kim Hawtin  Susanne Ruthven  OpenBMC  Joshua Hesketh  Linux.conf.au  linuxppc  Anthony Woods  SDR  Alex Sadleir  
Catalyst NZ  3D Printing  Clare Curran  netfilter/iptables  PERL  ipchains  Andrew Bartlett  John Terpstra  Christopher Yeoh  
Linux Australia  Marco Ostini  ToriOS  L4  Con Zymaris  David Rowe  OSIA  Chris Neugebauer  Mike Beattie  Paul Gampe  

Rusty Russell  Drupal  Speeduino  Swag Badge  Chris Smart  AUUG  Jessica Smith  Arjen Lentz  Kate Lundy  
Katie McLaughlin  Kim Weatherall  Bob Edwards  Terry Dawson  Erin Walsh  David Gibson  Open Hardware  Andy Gelme  

Linux PPC64  Anand Kumria  Russell Stuart  Aimee Whitcroft  Mary Gardiner  Nova  SAGE-AU  distcc  rproxy  PyCon  
Shaun Nykvist  Greg Lehey  Paul Fenwick  Jon Oxer  Lawrie Brown  François Marier  James Iseppi  David Mackie   

All the User Groups
...and many others...
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Foss in Australia & New Zealand
Between Australia and New Zealand we have, for our population, one of the most 
wonderfully vibrant FOSS communities in the world. Not without its flaws and 
wobbles to be sure, but we have a positive impact out of proportion to our number.

A great community to be a part of, grow in and, for that matter, work in... 



Working in FOSS / OH



Finding the ideal FOSS role
● Use your (human) networks
● Local User Groups
● Conferences
● Linux Australia Jobs section
● The FOSS project(s) you work on
● Think about where would fit for you

○ Does their core business align with your values ?
○ Local vs Remote vs Hybrid
○ Culture 



Getting ready to apply.. 
● Be visible in projects of relevance

○ You’ll be typed into search engines, looked for on GitHub etc.
● Be yourself

○ But be business friendly
● Have an accurate Linkedin presence

○ Recruiters do look at it
○ Basic better than none



Applications & Negotiations
● Do your homework about the organisation

○ Talk to people that work there if you can
● Spend time on interview prep

○ Know your stuff, if you don’t know, just say so
○ Don’t sweat it

● Think about your salary expectations and stick to them
○ Valerie Aurora’s page on this is excellent

● Ask to keep copyright on your code
○ Should be a no brainer for a FOSS/OH company



In the job, now what ?
● It takes time to get into a groove, don’t sweat it
● Get out every now and then particularly if working from home...
● Be mindful of work/life balance - tricky if you’re passionate about the tech
● Know when to jump

○ Poisonous workplaces
○ We tend to stay longer than we should



Looking after You
Your physical and mental wellbeing are paramount and inexorably linked

● Ours is, in the main, a sedentary and solitary pursuit
○ So, exercise, maybe with friends! 

● Sitting or standing all day in front of computer screens is bad
○ Take breaks!

● Eat more vegetables, no really…
● Depression is a real thing for many many of us

○ Beyond Blue & Bluehackers are excellent resources



Photo - Author (taken by)



Photo - Author (taken by and also a reasonable likeness of my brain some days…)



I’m not / we are not broken…



For People Managers
● The “people” bit should be first and foremost
● Protect flow time of your team
● Culture is pretty much the only point of differentiation now
● Statistically, your team are introverts
● Please do it well, or perhaps don’t do it…



Learn cool tricks from colleagues
● Look over a colleagues shoulder (with their permission, naturally)

○ Here’s one such tip

$ echo “Incredibly arcane and long command that you spend five minutes working out only to 

realise you need to do something else in the shell first before you can hit return...”

Go back to the start of the line (Ctrl-A in most shells), type a # in there making it a comment and 
hit return.  It’s in your history for you to come back to and continue editing

$ #echo “Incredibly arcane and long command that you spend five minutes working out only to 

realise you need to do something else in the shell first before you can hit return...”



Do something in the another part of the stack
● Do something that’s not part of your regular job, on your own time if necessary

○ Some embedded/low level programming
○ Tinker with larger systems, web enabled things, metrics, logs, traces even!
○ Play round with stuff in the middle like ESP32/EPS8266

● Stay up to date with security blogs and the like
○ Many of the attack vectors have generic relevance, know how to avoid them

● Take the lid off/tinker with hardware
○ If you’re soldering iron/screwdriver shy, seek out videos of the teardowns of modern gear



Make hay while the sun shines...
● Or at least stash away a few bob for a rainy day
● Keep your (people) networks ticking over
● Keep an eye out for next steps
● Learn completely new skills
● Things do, alas, happen…



You’re Fired… Now What ? - In the moment
● Don’t panic!

○ Going out in a twitterstorm probably won’t help anyone
● It’s not personal

○ It’s the position that is no longer needed, not you
● Is it legal ?

○ If you think it’s an unfair dismissal, seek further advice before responding



You’re Fired… Now What ? - The Aftermath
● Yes, it’s normal for it to feel a bit rubbish

○ Self care more important than ever
● Don’t assume people will remember you

○ It’s not personal, just everyone gets busy
○ It’s ok to (politely, naturally) follow up periodically

● Consider keeping your search discreet for first week or two
● Beware Impostor Syndrome

○ Self doubt can creep in



Backing Yourself



1984



1984



2022
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Learning to sing…

Photo courtesy of Maja Pearson



Who’s Gus
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Who’s Gus

Photo courtesy of Greta Punch



Two quick shout outs…



Still doing cool things - check it out…



The (actually useful) free forever plan



One last thing, on taking the odd risk…



I have played in my time, every possible part,
And I used to know seventy speeches by heart.
I'd extemporize back-chat, I knew how to gag,
And I knew how to let the cat out of the bag.
I knew how to act with my back and my tail;
With an hour of rehearsal, I never could fail.

I'd a voice that would soften the hardest of hearts,
Whether I took the lead, or in character parts.

I have sat by the bedside of poor Little Nell;
When the Curfew was rung, then I swung on the bell.

In the Pantomime season I never fell flat,
And I once understudied Dick Whittington's Cat.

But my grandest creation, as history will tell,
Was Firefrorefiddle, the Fiend of the Fell…

Photo courtesy of Maja Pearson



Back yourself, you’ll be pleasantly surprised…



Thank you!
Hugh Blemings

IRC/Social/Linkedin etc: hughhalf
hugh@blemings.id.au
https://hugh.blemings.id.au
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